Mounting the GWS Beaver on Foamfloats.com
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     As I am a certifiable float fanatic, I just had to do the GWS Beaver.  I have the foam floats on a GWS Tigermoth, Kavan Partenavia, and am working on the Mountain Models 180, Kyosho 180, and a single float on the GWS Zero.  The first attempt to mount the floats on the beaver was OK but I had the measurement wrong on the rear gear legs.  I am on the second (and far better) mounting.

     For the second go around I wanted a mount that could be adjusted to get the proper angle of attack on the floats versus wing.  To do this the rear needs to be easily adjustable.  I achieved this by using two extra mounting tabs like the struts use with the  flange cut off, however, it would be just as easy to cut little tabs out of ply wood.  I cut a slit at an angle right at the molded mount for the rear gear.  I used two pieces of 2/56 push rod that came from a kit that I felt was too soft to use on a glow plane but works great for this.  I bent the struts to match the angles of the front gear and it is 3 7/8” tall to the center pin on the clevis.  I now can adjust the angle of attack by running the clevis in or out.
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Mount is clean and it has float fittings just like the real thing.

Hey I never said I could draw !!!!  I have the center of the front mount 6” from the nose of the float and the center of the rear mount 13 ½” from the float tip.

The gear leg is 3 7/8” from the base to the clevis pin  and the base is 5/8”.  The spread on the floats will be determined by the spreader bar and the front gear leg.  Mine are 9” wide from the outside to the outside of the float top.  This gives me just enough to wrap the rubber band around the gear leg and spreader bar.

Now the fun part.  Flying the darn thing.  I noticed a tendency to really pull hard to the left on takeoff  with the supplied prop so I tried the 9-7 3 blade and  lost a little pull but it fly’s oh so much better.  The runs are straight and the trim change from full power to nothing is much less.  Take off is in 5’-10’ depending on the wind and just really looks great.  They had floats in mind when the plane was designed so you have PLENTY of power.  I use 8 cell 800ma nimh.  I had to cut the ends out of the plastic battery hatch AFTER I glued it in so the latch would still work.  I had cut the foam out previously so I knew the batteries would fit.

     The floats will dig in and spin you around IF you try high speed turns on the water so get it pointed the way you want it before bringing in the power.  Step turns are asking to spin and flip.  On the bright side, if it is up-side down and headed for shore, you can give it one or two clicks of power and she will motor right on in.  With practice and a little tail wind I could hit the power and pull it under then let up and the wind would flip it back on the floats.  Looks great when you can pull it off.  I have been using the floats off snow and ice and they make the best ski ever.  

Give her a try and you will find out that tires are for cars, not airplanes.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to email me.  akflyer_2000@yahoo.com will get me every time.

Leonard Perry

Soldotna Alaska.

